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First and foremost, let me say that I am honored to be here with you and to
ask you to bear with me as I visit with you today...my voice is pretty rusty and 1
left my speech notes in the car...that’s o.k. though, because what [ have to say
comes from the heart.

It has been a pleasure to become acquainted with the ladies of the Houston
ASWA Chapter over the last year...they have provided me with their
friendship...and guidance on a variety of things...such as how to find my way
home from the meetings to which fork to use at dinner! But more than anything
alse, they have financially supported me in my efforts to enter the accounting
profession and personally encouraged me when the going was tough. Thanks in
part to the ASWA Houston Chapter and the FEducational Foundation for Women in
Accounting (EFWA), I graduated from Sam Houston State University (SHSU) on
May 4™ with a Bachelor of Business Administration degree with Honors in
Accounting and am enrolled in the MBA program at SHSU.

When Mary Simpson telephoned me last spring with the news that I was
awarded a scholarship from the Houston Chapter, I was so happy that [ couldn’t

wait for my husband to get home so I could share the good news. However, when






